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Closed Campus 
Eugene Bender - 12th Grade & Derrick Vallejos - 12th Grade 
 
When students walked into the Hamilton cafeteria this year, 
things had definitely changed. For some, it was completely new. 
Those who did not know the configuration of the lines might 
have entered through the cash register door. Some might even 
have fallen in the teacher’s lounge as they leaned a little too 
closely to the door. Even for the veterans of these vinyl and 
concrete hallways, a few questions might have risen about the 
recent changes made to our eatery: What new food is that? What 
is this giant heater doing here? Why is there a large hole and 
counter where the custodian’s office used to be? Are the 
custodians making my cookies? 
 
In addition to these structural changes made to the cafeteria, there 
was a significant change made to the rules. At the beginning of 
this school year, a closed campus policy was instated. This meant 
that only seniors were allowed to leave school grounds during 
lunch. All others are prohibited from doing so. 
 
As one would expect, the underclassmen are not amused. 10th 
grader Matthew Rios says, “It feels like we’re being locked 
down.” When asked why it was decided that Hamilton needed a 
closed campus, the school principal, Mr. Baiocco, replied that he 
had supported the decision in the interest of the safety and 
security of the students. He added that the closed campus policy 
was also established because of “attendance concerns in the latter 
part of the day.” 
 
Looking beyond the walls of Hamilton, it is important to consider 
the opinions of those outside the school. Barbara Ballie, a citizen 
of Elmsford and mother of Hamilton graduates, has noticed the 
changes made by the closed campus rule, and she likes them. She 
believes that allowing the entire student body to go out at lunch 
clogged up local businesses, which made it difficult for citizens 
to run errands and do shopping of their own. Now, with the 
enforcement of the closed campus policy, she has noticed this 
problem has lessened greatly. “I think open campus is a senior 
privilege,” says Barbara, “I don’t see any reason for the 
underclassmen to be roaming about.” 
 
If you have spent at least 2 minutes watching CNN or 5 seconds 
talking politics with Mr. Egan, you will learn that the U.S. 
economy is in dire straits. These sources will give very different 
information as to the cause of this situation, but this is beyond the 
point. The strains on the economy have caused negative and 
sometimes disastrous effects on the financial situations of many 
families. When some students learned of the price increase, they 
were quite distraught. 11th grader Matthew Mingo stated, “…the 
prices are too high.” According to Mr. Baiocco, the price change 
from $1.85 to $2.50 was made because of a request for better and 
healthier options, which, evidently, cost more. 
 
The new counter area—where the custodial office used to be—

will soon be modified into not only a snack zone, but also a salad 
bar. The refrigeration system that will be used for the salads has 
been delivered. The only thing impeding the salad bar from 
opening is the lack of someone to make the salads. Once this 
person is hired, then the salad bar will open. There are a number of 
new and interesting things Mr. Baiocco is considering for the 
future of the cafeteria and our school. Though he is still 
investigating the legal details, Mr. Baiocco hopes that once the 
salad bar is up and running he might be able to hire students to 
work behind the counter and sell the salads and snacks. He is also 
working on getting vending machines for the school and 
transforming the cafeteria, after school, into a of lounge area for 
students to study and relax until 3:30 pm. 
 
As Mr. Egan stated in the first edition of this newspaper, with 
change comes complaint. One must maturely think about what 
effects these changes have on them and if they are for the better or 
for the worse. Underclassmen must think: “What does the freshly 
painted red stripe around the perimeter of the cafeteria represent 
for me? Pride in my school and its decisions? Or simply more red 
tape?” � �
 
 

 

Make a Difference 
Jennifer Glen – 10th Grade  
 
Have you ever wondered who is part of the decision making 
process at Hamilton? Well, we the students are.  In Student 
Government you have the opportunity to make changes in our 
school community. If you honestly think Hamilton is just plain 
“boring” or that it doesn’t have any school spirit, it is up to you, 
the student, to make a change. Speak your mind about anything 
you want changed or added at Hamilton. If you want your grade 
level or school to have a wonderful year, you just have to get 
involved. You will always have a voice, and Student Government 
will never reject anything you say or want in the school 
community. Students are the main focus of this school, and we are 
the first ones that have the voice in the Hamilton community. 
 
In Student Government you also have the opportunity to be a 
representative of your grade. There are two representatives for 
each grade. Becoming a representative of your grade or just being 
a member of Student Government looks very good on your 
transcript. You can also sharpen your skills here in Student 
Government by learning to discuss subjects and stand your own 
ground when you are fighting for what you believe in. 
 
If you are interested in being part of the decisions your school 
makes, you are welcome to come and speak your mind. Tell your 
friends to come and make a difference in the Hamilton community. 
You can help plan school dances, trips, fundraising ideas and much 
more to add school spirit to the Hamilton community. If interested, 
come Tuesdays at 2:30 to Ms. Oswald’s room. The more people 
the merrier; remember, the more voices we have in Student 
Government, the greater the chance that our plans will be made 
reality. �  
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E-Strip Jasmine Johnson – 10th Grade 
 
Seth was not alone; Hamilton's defensive players 
put forth much effort to help defend their goal. 
Although Valhalla's #7 pushed with intensity to 
score, he was unable to penetrate the defensive 
skills of Sebastian Puerta (#5) and Anthony 
Lopez (#11). 
 
We know that we have the spirit, so start 
attending games! Come to home games and away 
games if you can. The more support there is, the 
better. The Varsity soccer team has a lot to offer; 
now let’s meet them halfway. Let’s go, Hamilton!  

Next Issue: 
 

Movies, Movies, Movies 
 

A look at some new, some 
old, and a phenomenon 

that has swept the country. 

Notes From The Nurse 
Mrs. Cordero, School Nurse 
  

Welcome back everyone!  Here are a few "tips" 
to help you and your schoolmates stay healthy 
this year: 
  

1. Get 8 hours of sleep each night 
2. Eat a HEALTHY  breakfast 
3. Be active-Move your body with exercise 
4. When you are sick, STAY HOME!  This 

means if you have a cough, runny nose, 
sore throat, or fever, don't come to school 
(stay out of public places too!). Your 
parents should call the attendance office 
(592-6349) to report your absence. You'll get 
better quicker by resting at home, AND you 
won't be spreading your germs to the rest of 
us!! 

5. Cover your cough/sneeze with a tissue and 
then throw the tissue out.   If you don't have 
tissues, cough or sneeze into your sleeve.  
WASH YOUR HANDS frequently using 
warm water and soap.  Use hand sanitizer if 
soap and water aren't available. 

6. Keep your hands away from your eyes, nose, 
and mouth.  Germs spread that way. 

  

Let's all work together to keep our school a 
healthy place!  Have a great year and remember I 
am here to help you be and stay healthy. �  
 

Soccer Report 
Jacey Peers – 12th Grade 
 
Under the blazing night-lights, the Hamilton Raiders triumphed in the Valhalla Viking's homecoming game, ending with a 2-0 victory. On 
October 2nd, the Raiders entered the field for an 8:00 game, surrounded by maroon clad fans that were determined to intimidate. In the 
midst of all the excitement, Hamilton appeared with a cheering section of its own. The Vikings were not ready for these fans, and their team 
was definitely not ready for what Hamilton brought to the table.  
 
Nixon Vacaela’s (#10) formidable skills on the field overcame the height difference between him and his foes. Pushing the offense towards 
the opposing goal, Nixon was able to score both goals of the game.  Jorge Vara (#25) assisted one of the goals.  
 
The talk of the game was Seth Wolin (#1). Seth impressed the fans with his goal keeping abilities. By the end of the game, he had 
accumulated a total of eight saves. The Vikings just could not seem to gain an inch against this improving goalie. This was definitely his 
game. 

 

Remember to VOTE for our 
school mascot on http://elmsd.org 


