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Five Reasons to

Heart Hamilton
By The Harbinger Staff

Collectively, we feel upset by the
negative publicity our district has
received as of late. We've decided to
take the opportunity to express all
that we find great about our little
school and our district.

always make themselves available
for extra help and go above and
beyond to help you do well their
classes.
Our school represents the size
and diversity of the greater
« COMmunity. We are a close-
knit community — even
though we joke how everybody
knows everyone else’s business.

Our winning feature is| <%
most definitely oussize | %
. Great things come in| -~
little packages. We all
agree that because we are
small school, there are man
benefits. First of all, it's small
enough to know everybody. It'S
hard to get lost in the crowd
That said, there really aren’f
any cliqgues because there isn
any need. For the most part, =
are kind to each other and
welcoming and accepting of new
students. Our classes are smaller and
that makes a lot more things possible.
We get to know our teachers and
they get to know us.
Our diversity makes us
uniqgue and special. If you
« Were to look into the cafeteria
during lunchtime it would
look like a U.N. summit. We think
that our population represents the
real world and what better way to
prepare ourselves for the real world?
Not only are we diverse, but we're
harmonious. Most of us are open-
minded and embrace cultures other
than our own.
Theteachersare genuine and
they really do care. When it
a COmes down to it, they are
interested in our education
and our future. Our teachers
successfully infuse great teaching
and enjoyment — in other words, we
can sometimes joke and have a good
time but learn at the same time. They
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Everyone agrees that we feel safe in

A
E

Here's what really goes on inside...

it's not
possible to live too far away from
school.

our neighborhoods. Also,

At Hamilton there’s an
5 activity for  everyone

m whether you're involved in
the arts, sports, or academic
activities. If we were a bigger

school, not all of us would be able to
participate in things that we enjoy
but not in which we necessarily
excel. And did we mention that
we’ve got an open campus?

“Cheese and Crackers!”

Mr. Booth is Retiring?!
By Joby Jacob ‘09

I magine a Hamilton without Mr.

Booth down the hall, loudly
proclaiming “Cheese and
crackers!” Unfortunately, that

Hamilton is about to become a reality
as Mr. Booth hangs up his scalpel
and retires at the end of this year.

Mr. Booth, who has worked here

for 39 years, has become a regular
sight at Hamilton for many of the
students. His presence at this school
has always made his classes slightly
more enjoyable, whether he is
happily boasting about his full head
of hair, or wondering about his

bewildered students (“Oh boy.”) A

Hamilton without Mr. Booth is a sad

existence, but we will all have to

accept this existence by the end of
this year. So, as Mr. Booth ends his
career here at Hamilton, let us look
back at his time at this school.

Mr. Booth began working
here in September of 1969 in the
midst of the Vietham War. He was
hired by Tony Veteran, who was the
Mayor of Tarrytown and the
principal of our school at the time.
Seventeen other teachers were hired
that very year. Back then, Hamilton
was not so superfluous with its
monetary funding for the didactic
portion of the staff, at least according
to Mr. Booth. Mr. Booth refers to

those times as particularly
“humbling.” Fortunately, those
circumstances have slightly

improved today. Beyond that, Mr.
Booth remembers many of the
teachers who were hired with him all
those years ago, most of whom

retired six years ago. Among the
teachers, Mr. Booth particularly
remembers the former physics

teacher at Hamilton, Mr. Ashraf, who
passed away a few years ago after g
heart attack. Mr. Booth and Mr.
Ashraf became good friends as they
taught together at Hamilton for all
those years. Our esteemed biology
teacher also remembers the previous
Union president, under whom he was
vice president. In addition, Mr.
Booth had a friendship with our
former principal, Mr. Mecca.
Surprisingly enough, Mr. Booth was
also friends with a teacher at
Hamilton who went to high school
with him: Mr. Byrnes. Obviously,

Continued on Page 2
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Mr. Booth has had quite an amicable
history among the teaching and
administrative staff at Hamilton
during all the years he has graced our
narrow halls.

Mr. Booth’'s most cherished
memories of Hamilton are of his
students. For example, he

remembers his first student to
become a doctor, his first trip to
Europe with students, his first win as
the varsity baseball coach, his first 5
on an AP exam, and his first 100 on a
Regents exam. Mr. Booth eloquently
describes his experience at Hamilton
as “sweet and sour soup.” He says
there were both sweet and bitter
memories, but then again, nothing is
perfect. There would be great years,
and then there would just be years
with terrible kids (no offense
intended). Mr. Booth  still
remembers many of these students
from his almost four decades of
working at Hamilton. Mr. Booth
says that, even though he might
scream and vyell, he still likes his
students because they “make [him]
laugh.” It seems that Mr. Booth's
best memories of Hamilton are of the
people. Everyone here will surely
miss Mr. Booth when he retires.

Truth be told, Mr. Booth does not
want to retire. Mr. Booth says that
he is retiring from commuting. His
commute every morning to get to
Hamilton is apparently a “pain in the
butt.”  Thus, unfortunately, Mr.
Booth is going to end the tedious
commute and retire at the end of this
year. This teacher was, at various
points in his career here, the varsity
baseball coach, the  student
government advisor, the Key Club
advisor, and the Senior class advisor.
Mr. Booth is currently the ETA
Union president, the Junior class
advisor, and the chairperson of the
science department, not to mention a
biology teacher. This means that,
next year, others will be taking Mr.
Booth’s place in all of these fields.
There is still speculation as to who
will do each job, but it will definitely
be a different experience without Mr.
Booth here to lend his unique
perspective on everything. When
asked what he will do when he

leaves, he quite seriously replied that

he might get another job. Obviously,
Mr. Booth is by no means done
“doing something positive” for
people, particularly students. One of
the few things that Mr. Booth regrets
is that he was never able to organize
a “school trip day,” where everyone
in the school would be on a trip.
Perhaps this dream will be fulfilled
in the future by another teacher, with
the blessings of probably everyone at
Hamilton. As | end this article, let us
bid farewell to a much loved teacher
as he leaves us at the end of this year
And so, Mr. Booth leaves Hamilton
with a final quote:
“Hamilton is my extended family,
and | love them all.”
We’'ll miss you, Mr. Booth.

We've Got Potentiall!

The Great Potential Club attended a
performance of The Odysseyon
March 5, 2008 presented by the
Purchase Repertory Theatre of
Purchase 'College. After the
performance the repertory members,
who are all students enrolled in the
Theatre Arts program at Purchase,
hosted a question. and answer
session. The audience -had the
opportunity tolearn about the set
design, lighting, ‘music direction, and
drama programs -offered at the
college.  The repertory members
explained the process of making a
written  work “into  a stage
performance.

After the performance the club
members were treated to lunch at the
student cafeteria. The club is looking
forward to their next experience, a
conference day at Pepsico.

Bottles, Cans, and Plastic!
Edward Menendez ‘08 N

Recycling is a world C‘)
wide phenomenon

which has grown exponentially over
the course of a few years. Should
Hamilton join in on the cause? Many
schools across the country already
have successful programs running in
their schools. For example, both
Scarsdale High School and White

Plains High School have achieved

this goal. Although these schools
may have about four times as many
students as Hamilton does, it's the
effort, drive, and determination of
everyone in the school that will lead
to our accomplishment.

This type of program may
seem simple enough, but in all
actuality, it isn't as easy as tossing a
few empty water bottles and some
pieces of loose leaf paper in a bin
would seem. It's going to take
relentless planning and meticulous
organization to pull off a successful
and beneficial program. Other
problems consist of funding for the
recycling cans and bins, and who is
going to pick up the waste; however,
these hurdles can be cleared through
the cooperation of Hamilton clubs.
It's time for Hamilton to take action
and do its share to help preserve the
Earth.
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Blood Drive 2008
Diana Vazquez ‘10

This past March Bsomething really great came to our
school. On this day members of the New York Blood
Center came to our school for the annual bloodedriv
It was a very exciting opportunity for students and
teachers to join in this event that could help save
someone’s life. The event went very successfullyafo
lot of people, especially for those who organized a
volunteered at the blood driveg
The library opened its door
for the blood drive at 8:30 i
the morning and closed it
2:30. During this time, 4
people came to the blood dri
and attempted to donate bloof.
Out of these very courageo
people, 36 people were eligibl
for donation and gave thei
blood to the New York Bloo
Center.

The organizer of the Blood drive was Mrs. Watsod an
she gave her thoughts about the blood drive. Side sa
“l think it's wonderful that so many students were
involved and helped save lives.” Present at thedlo
drive were some Key club members who volunteered
their time. One volunteer said that even thoughvee

too young too donate blood she was grateful to have
spent the time volunteering and helping the NewkYor
Blood Center. On behalf of the newspaper staff, we
want to thank those who gave blood, volunteered, or
attempted to donate blood.

Class Notes

Ben Rajan ‘08

rTasnmean

The 9" grade students are pleading with their class
advisor, Ms. Florio, for a trip to Dorney Park &
Wildwater Kingdom this coming summer. The
Freshmen showed great exuberance for the possible
expedition to the amusement park. Unfortunatelg, th
students may have their hopes up for nothing. Ms.
Florio is diligently working to gain permission fdne

trip; however, she stated that “It doesn’t look ywer
promising.” Nevertheless, she will continue to stre
the student’s request to visit Dorney Park.
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Finally! Ms. Revel-Davis and the Sophomore class
have been given the approval to go to Medieval §ime
the trip will take place on April™8 The Sophomores
have finally let out a sigh of relief after an extrely
long wait. Ms. Revel-Davis recalls the numerous
moments when the f0grade requested another class
trip, specifically to Medieval Times. As expected,
excitement is flowing through the Sophomore class.
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Mr. Booth is planning a trip for this coming Mayrfo
the Junior class. He’s trying to work around theeti
factor while splitting between two trips. A trip the
Museum of Natural History is undergoing
consideration and careful organization. Mr. Boal$
that such a trip to the Asian and African exhilrtsuld
be greatly educational. He is already collecting
deposits for the excursion to Six Flags Grea
Adventure. Once empty spots are available, he wi
accept deposits from Seniors who wish to travediio
Flags again. As for fundraisers, the Valentine'sy Da
flowers sold exceptionally well; however, Mr. Boagh
unsure whether or not another fundraiser should b
implemented to procure money for the upcoming trips

S2N1ors

Seniors are wrapping up their fundraising for tieary
with the Power Card sale. As for trips, Ms. Abblads
gained approval, from Dr. Hendrickson, for the tiap
Hershey Park this coming May. Many of the Seniors
show enthusiasm for the annual Senior overnight stg
at Hershey Park; the park stays open all nightafbr
Seniors—quite exciting. Main upcoming events
include Prom and Graduation. Prom this year wikta
place on May 2¥ at Beckwith Pointe in New
Rochelle. Ms. Abbate is already making plans fo
Seniors of 2009 regarding deposits for the trip tg
Florida. Ms. Abbate is looking forward to next year
Florida trip after being heavily disappointed tweays

in a row. A “beach day” is undergoing careful
consideration; it promises an outdoor fair, wate
balloon fights, sprinklers, a teacher dunk tanld ah
course, food.
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Imani Shabazz ‘09

March 21- April 19

Your element: Fire

Your ruling planet: Mars

Your stone: Ruby

Your color:RED

Aries can be classified as outgoing and
active. You are very outspoken and aren't afraid t
speak your mind. Your positive traits are that yoa
dynamic and quick witted, adventurous and energeti
you obtain good leadership skills, and you are ver
enthusiastic and confident. Your negative traiesthat
you can be selfish and quick tempered, impulsing, a
impatient. You are compatible with other fire sgn
such as Leo and Sagittarius.

June 21-July 22
Your element: Water

Your ruling planet: The Moon

Your stone: Moonstone
Your color:SILVER
Cancers can appear to be hard or insensitive on t
outside but inside they are very sensitive and lave

sense of softness. You are very compassionate with

people. You can also tend to be very insecure. Yol
positive traits are that you are very emotional an
loving. You're negative traits are that you're very
changeable, moody, and overemotional. Cancers 4
compatible with Pisces and Scorpios.

August 23- October 22

Your element: Earth

Your ruling planet: Mercury

Your stone: Sapphire

Your color:NAVY BLUE
Virgos enjoy helping others and being of service
When Virgos are confident with themselves they ar
very successful and the most creative of all thdiazo
signs. Your negative traits are that you can bélhig
critical, sarcastic, unforgiving, nervous and self
centered. Your
intellectual, creative, enthusiastic, and loviragnd
faithful. Virgos are compatible with Capricorn and
Taurus.

positive traits are that you are
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April 20-May 20

Your element: Earth

Your ruling planet: Venus

Your stone: Emerald

Your color:PINK
Taurus can be classified as cool, collective, alcthc
You have extreme determination and you will follaw
leader you trust. Your positive traits are that yare
patient, reliable, warmhearted, and very lovingulyo
negative traits are that you can be jealous, pes&ss
inflexible, and greedy. You are compatible with the
signs Virgo and Capricorns

January 20- February 18

Your element: Air

Your ruling planet: Uranus

Your stone: Amethyst

Your color: AQUA BLUE

Aquarius loves to explore and find
about new things. You are very peaceful and kindl an
always help those in need. Aquarius also has malr
friends and makes friends very easily. Your negativ
traits are that you can be stubborn, detachedasiac
and rebellious. Your positive traits are that yaum e
friendly and affable, intelligent, and very kind dan
compassionate. Aquarians are most compatible wit
Gemini, Libra, and other Aquarians.

July 23-August 22

Your element: Fire

Your ruling planet: Sun

Your stone: Peridot

Your color:GOLD

Love triumphs above all for Leos. Leos
can be characterized as charismatic and positiy
thinkers and attract many people and friends. You
negative traits are that you can be jealous, antpga
flashy, and self centered. Your positive traits tinrat
you are very poised and confident, loyal, sincare]
very proud and dignified. Leos are compatible with
Pisces and Capricorns

y
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May 21- June 20

Your element: Air

Your ruling planet: Mercury

Your stone: Aquamarine

Your color: GREEN

Gemini can be classified as very

talkative, curious, and mischievous.
You are multisided, and you’re very mysterious Vihic
makes you often misunderstood by other people arn
are usually unappreciated for your talents. Orother
hand, you are thirsty for knowledge and new
experiences and you like to explore new things.rYoy
negative traits are that you can be nervous, teng
superficial, and inconsistent. You are compatibithw
Libras, Aquarius, and fellow Geminis.

September 23- October 23
Your element: Air
Your ruling planet: Venus
Your stone: Opal
Your color.LIGHT BLUE
Libras enjoy being around other people.
Libras love excitement,
unusual. You're very easy to make friends with arel
very compassionate. Your negative traits are tloat y
can be superficial, vain, indecisive, and unregabl
Your positive traits are that you are graceful,qedal,
and idealistic Virgos are most compatible with
Aquarius, Gemini, and other Libras

December 22- January 20

Your element: Earth

Your ruling planet: Saturn

Your stone: Garnet

Your color:VIOLET
Capricorns are very independent. You are ver
persistent and have to get the job done beforecgou
complete anything else. You are also extremel
patient. Your negative traits are that you can b
dictatorial, distrusting, and unimaginative. Your
positive traits are that you're patient, loyal and
responsible. Capricorns are most compatible wit
zodiac signs Taurus and Virgo.

new situations, and the

d
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November 22- December 21

Your element: Fire

Your ruling planet: Jupiter

Your stone: Turquoise

Your color:PURPLE

Scorpios are fiercely independent. You
are very persistent and can accomplish anythiyguf
put your mind to it. Scorpios are very moody and
usually for no apparent reason at all. Your knoan f
you possessiveness and jealousy but you are exyremd
loyal. Your negative traits are that you can béoes,
obsessive, suspicious, and manipulative. Your pesit
traits are that you are loyal, compassionate, obsér
and dynamic. Scorpios are compatible with Cancer
and Pisces.

October 23- November 21

Your element: Water

Your ruling planet: Pluto

Your stone: Topaz

Your color:DARK RED

Sagittarius is very enterprising and

progressive. You don’t know how to
give compliments and you never understand i

somebody’s mad at you. A typical Sagittarius fears

nothing and usually gets attracted to danger. Hewev
they are very conniving and can easily get out o
trouble. Your negative traits are that you're shary
tongued, restless, and you have a flirtatious eatur
Your positive traits are that you can be honest
intellectual and very lighthearted. Sagittarius is
compatible with Aries and Leos.

February 20- March 20

Your element:

Your ruling planet: Neptune

Your stone: Amethyst

Your color:SEA GREEN
Pisces are very mysterious and alluring individuals
Most Pisces are extremely talented but usually ugnd
in very confused situations. Your negative traite a
that you can be emotional and overly sensitive ehav
many mood swings, and can be inflexible. Your
positive traits are that you have a sharp memarny, a
can be very compassionate, devoted and imaginatiy
Pisces are compatible with Cancers, Scorpios, an
other Pisceans.
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SPAIN '08:
Same Trip,
Different Experiences

Nicole Keene ‘09

his year, A group from

Hamilton went international

to the European country of
Spain. On the six hour flight to Italy
and on the two hour flight to Spain,
my friends and | were excited to go
to a foreign country. Some of them
had never even been outside the
country before. When we arrived we
didn't even have time to rest. We
went to the hotel, which by the way |

there was not all that great, but it was
a good experience. Overall, | did not
really enjoy the trip. | did not like the

Spanish food. Everyday my friends a
nd | ended up eating McDonald’'s
which tasted very different from

America’'s McDonald’'s. Also |

thought it was kind of disorganized
and our tour guide, Mark, was
getting on my last nerve. He said we
were going to do so many things that
we never did. His voice was getting
on my nerves, he told corny jokes
and, personally, | thought he needed
a haircut. And don't get me started
on the nightclubs they had there. It
was a club for kids our age, 18 and
under, and we didn’t expect major

LaDora Cromwell ’'10 and
Madeline Hirshan ‘10

s you may know, over the
winter break this year, a
group of students visited

Spain. It began on February ™6
when we arrived at school at 1 p.m.
The bus came an hour late to take us
to the airport. When we finally
arrived at the airport, problems arose.
Many of the people couldn’t get on
the plane. We took a seven hour
flight to Milan, Italy and a
connecting flight to Madrid, Spain
which was an hour and a half. Tired
and jetlagged, we began our tour
around Madrid. We waited in line to

hated because of the rudg
hotel clerks and horrible
service, and quickly rushed
off the main square in
Madrid. Next we went to
the Puerta del Sol, the
center of Spain. The Puerta
del Sol is like the fashion
capitol in Madrid. There
they had countless numbey
of stores to go shop. I, jus
coming off of a plane a few
hours back, was having
serious jet-lag and didn’t
really feel like shopping. |
really only wanted to go
back to the hotel. But our
tour guide, Mark, whisked
us away to the famoug
Prado museum. We spent

Group photo op in Seville

visit the famous Prado
Museum and that
concluded day one.
That night, we got
some much needed
sleep. Once everyone
was relaxed and
rejuvenated, the trip
picked up and became
more enjoyable. We
spent one full day in
Madrid then went to a
tapas bar. We also saw
the oldest restaurant in
the world! Then we
visited a number of
cities in Spain like
Toledo (which was
much less
industrialized than

more time on the line the
we actually did in the museum. |
would agree that going to the Prado
would be and excellent way to
experience Spanish art and history,
but everyone was too tired. It was too
much walking up and down after that
long plane ride. The next couple days
after that, for me, was a drag. We
went to countless cities and looked at
countless cathedrals, museums and
mosques. At first, it was exciting
looking and touring them, but after a
while it began to bore me. Plus my
feet were beginning to kill me. The
most interesting part of the trip was
our adventure to Morocco in North
Africa. There we got to see how the
“other half” lives. Morocco reminded
me of the shops and streets in the
movie Aladdin, just a little dirtier
and wet from recent rain. The food

culture shock. The boys were
dancing with the boys and the girls
were dancing with the girls. The club
was hot though. It had about 8 floors
and each floor had different types of
music. However, when we got to the
top floor, we were shocked to
discover that some of the Spanish
kids were doing some very adult
things if you get what | mean. | was
so happy to come back to America it
was not funny. It's funny how before
| went, | did not appreciate America,

but now | love it.

See Ms. Moore i
you're interested i
next vyear's trip t

Barcelona and Paris!

6

Madrid), Costa del Sol,

Granada where we saw the great
Alhambra which was beautiful, and

Seville which was really nice. We

would have rather spent more time in
Seville than going back to Madrid

again. Our first hotel was an

interesting experience but the hotels
got better and better throughout the
trip. Also the food wasn't as good as
expected. How can we forget our
excursion to Morocco?! We took the
sea ferry past the rock of Gibraltar to
Morocco. We think that many people
were quite disappointed or had a
“culture shock” in Morocco. We

walked through the markets, went to
buy spices and lotions, and went to a
vendor who showed us beautiful
carpets. Throughout the trip to Spain,
there were flamenco shows and
discos. The first disco was a boat ride




around Seville. There weren't many
people at the disco but we had fun.
Our other trip to a disco was in
Madrid. There was a lot of techno
music and tons of people. That was
also a cultural shock because in
Spain, girls and guys do not dance
together. We tried to find a place
where there was hip-hop.

Unfortunately, we couldn’t find the
place. Some people from our group
left 30 minutes after they arrived at
the disco. It was fun if you're into
techno and stuff like that. What
happened in Spain stays in Spain!
Even though there were some
downfalls on this trip, overall we
enjoyed the experience. For many of

us, this trip to Spain was our first
time ever leaving the continent and it
was interesting learning about the
history and culture of a completely
different country.

SHARE SOME PICS OR STORIES FROM SPAIN!

Black History Month
Shaquasia Charles ‘10

frican American people have
come a long way from just a

few decades ago. The

African  American civil rights
moment  helped change the
government laws on segregation

such as allowing black and whites to
go to the same school. One of the
main leaders of the civil rights
movement was Martin Luther king
Jr. His “I have dream speech” is one
of the most popular historic speeches
of our time. The speech generated
hope that one day black and whites
would come together. Other African
Americans such as Rosa Parks and
Malcolm X also contributed to the
Civil Rights movement. Even after
gaining rights and freedom, black
people today still face racism.
However, | don’t think we can live in
a perfect society where no one is
racist. Now that we have fought for
our freedom, has the black
community taken advantage of it?
Well, | think we could try harder to
become more prominent in
government such as running for
president like Barack Obama. I'm
even more interested in politics
because | am finally seeing a man of
color and a woman such as Hillary
Clinton vying for the Democratic
nomination. If Barack Obama wins
the nomination and ultimately the
election, he will be the first black
president of the United States. But
today | believe most teenagers don'’t
really care about subjects like current

studentnews@elmsd.org

events around the world. They care
about material things like how things
look and how we want this and that. |
think that black teens are highly
influenced with violent rap music
and wanting to be in gangs because
they think it's cool. They see the
really nice cars in the videos and will
do whatever it takes to get those
expensive cars and houses.

On the other hand, Black
artists like Alicia Keys and Chris
Brown actually put meaning to their
music and set forth a more positive
image for young black people. Some
black people they think it's perfectly
acceptable to use the “N” word with
each other. Do they know that
historically it was a word that was
always used to disrespect people of
color? | also believe it's hypocritical
for a black person to use the word
themselves and then tell white people
they can’'t. We all have a right to
speak freely. What gives a person the
right to tell people what they can or
can not say? We have to admit to our
mistakes so we can change in a
positive way. It's really up to
society, as a whole, to improve and
bring Dr. King's dream of true
equality to fruition.

Do Stereotypes Still Exist?
Jennifer Glen ‘12

rom my point of view

stereotypes are still around.

For example, | have heard
from my parents and other adults that

they hate it when police officers stop
people because of their race, color,

or if their car is fancy. Some adults
think if you are black or Latino, you
will be unfairly targeted by the
police. Perhaps give you tickets or
harass you. | have also heard a
stereotype that most Latinos and
blacks don’t have good jobs because
of their race and economic
backgrounds. For example, if a white
FBI investigator is the partner of a
black or Latino, people will look at
you funny. In these days a lot of
people especially some professionals
and whites have that stick in their
head. That if you are of a certain
race, you have to have a certain job.
But in conclusion | disagree with all
these stereotypes. There are many
blacks and Latinos who are famous
for what they do in life. They may
have been poor before, but many
have fought through all the obstacles
to be a professional. | know
stereotypes will never end, but | hope
many of them will be erased from
people’s minds. Plus everyone is
equal no matter what your color or
race is. Nobody should be treated
unfairly or better because of the way
you are on the outside. Just keep in
mind Latinos and blacks have done a
lot for this country so they deserve a
lot more respect.




Black and Women’s History
in Politics

Ladora Cromwell ‘10

Throughout history, especially in
the United States, both women
and African Americans have not
had much representation

in government, let alone
politics. While women

were seen as inferior to

men in the work force, at

home and even in
business, Blacks were
seen as inferior in

general. Both were not
allowed to vote. It was

only less than 100 years

ago when women were given the
right to vote by the 19
amendment in 1919. African-
Americans were given the right to
vote in 1870 with the 1%
amendment. What is a better way
to celebrate both black and
women’s history month than to
focus on something very current
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and something that can
tremendously impact the future of
America? No one would have
guessed that in over 200 years of
history, our current presidential
race would involve a woman and
an African-American male.
Some people are not
aware of how politics
play an important role in
our lives. In general,
some don’t even care. It
is important to be aware
of how this current
presidential race affects
us in the long run. If you
are someone that is not a
very political person,
then try to acknowledge
the struggles that African
Americans and women had to
overcome in order to make it this
far. Our country and society have
come a long way since the time
of discrimination based on both
race and gender.

Both Senator Barack
Obama and Senator Hillary
W% HS'
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Clinton are two democrats vying
to hold the presidential office in
the up coming 2008 election this
November. Both candidates are
also doing quite well. For
example Senator Obama has
raised about 55 million dollars in
February in
endorsements
and sponsors.
Their success
shows us that
with time and
action, things
can change
dramatically
over the years. | think that
everyone whether democrat or
republican; black or white; man
or woman; should take the time to
recognize and celebrate the
accomplishments of all women
and African Americans who have
and can make a difference in the
world.
Next, | hope we’'ll see an African-
American woman in the running
for President of the United States!




A Bend in the Road — Nicholas Sparks
Review by Gina Orzuna Ramirez

What would happen if your wife died? Would
you move on or hold on to your past? Can love
conquer all?

Sometimes | wonder how | became a fanatic
of reading books written by Nicholas Sparks. | have
read at least five books by this author, and | camit
to read more. The first one | ever read was A Bend
the Road This book caught my interest, and | felt that
I had known the characters for a long time. In my
opinion this is one of the best books written by
Nicholas Sparks. It takes place in the town of New
Bern, North Carolina. Miles, the protagonist, has a
wife who died and left him their child, Jonah. Two
years after his wife’'s death, he is drawn to hig’so
second grade teacher, Sarah Andrews. Unfortunately,
they are both linked to a shocking secret whicH wil
force them to question everything they ever betieve
in; they must make a heartbreaking choice that will
change their lives forever. This message carries a
powerful lesson about the errors of being humae, th
mistakes mankind will make, and the joy that comes
when devoting one’s self to love.

What caught my attention about this book is
that every time | read it, | feel as if | am theratching
what is occurring. Furthermore, the amazing writing
style of Nicholas Sparks grabs the reader’'s atianti
and it doesn't let go. If you are into romantic atsy
then you will love_A Bend in the Roadt will make
you think as if you are one of the characters i th
story.

Beloved — Toni Morrison
Review by Imani Shabazz

| really enjoyed the book Belovedy Toni
Morrison. It captured me with its love, action, and
drama. The storyline, however, can be very confsin
at times, but equally as interesting. Once yout star
reading this novel, you will not want to stop. The
story’s main theme is about a woman, named Sethe,
whose past is haunting her. When she runs away from
“Sweet Home,” a slave plantation from which she and
her children have escaped, the slave master retorns
capture and drag them back. Not wanting her childre
to live under the harsh conditions of slavery, shes
to kill them. However, Sethe only kills one of her
children, the second youngest in the family. Thesgh
of this child haunts Sethe’s home in the near &itur
One day, a strange woman, who goes by the name
“Beloved,” comes to this house. Beloved's idendihd
background are a mystery. She has the charaatsristi
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of a child and brings chaos and confusion in thgsko
Sethe’s youngest daughter tries to stay clear 0
Beloved. On the other hand, Sethe is intrigued by
Beloved, and is fascinated in her personal lifdoted
seems to know songs and things about Sethe that or]
people in Sethe’s family or people who were clase t
Sethe knew about. The true identity of Beloved, ang
who she really is, brings about the conflict and
intensity of the novel. Who is this girl? Where dide
come from? How does she know Sethe’s past? Red
and find out in this scary, mysterious novel, Beldv

Goal: The Dream Begins — Robert Righy
Review by Freddy Quispe

Are you willing to do whatever it takes to
make your dream come true? A great book that dea
with this question is_Goal: The Dream Begirsy/
Robert Rigby. The book shows the struggles of life
and how to make your dreams come true. The mai
protagonist, Santiago is a male in his early tvemnti
who loves only one sport, and when he has a chance
make something of it, he faces ups and downs.

Santiago struggles with the fact that he is ar
illegal immigrant living in Los Angeles. He playsrfa
local football club. In one of those games, hepistied
by an ex soccer scout. By meeting him, Santiagf@s |
will change forever. However, he is willing to do
whatever must be done to make his life better.

Life is hard for many people, myself included.
In this world, many people don’'t have the same
opportunities that others do. People can be judned
the way they look of how they live their lives, rat
their skills or effort. This book is for people wimve
to read about soccer which is the best and mog
popular sport all over the world. It also shows the
different struggles of life that people all ovee thvorld
have to face. But can you do it? Are you willingdo
whatever you need to do to make your dreams com
true? | don’t know much about life yet, but | dookn
that | am going to do whatever makes me happy righ
now. For me, | want to play my favorite sport, sargc
and | want to become a history teacher in the éutur
Read this book if you know that you're willing t@ d
what ever it takes to make your dreams come true.
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Carrie — Stephen King
Review by Franklin Delgado

How cool would it be to have telekinetic
powers, the ability to move around objects with ryou
mind? Would you use these new found powers to help
out mankind and become a great super hero? Or would
you use your powers to have your revenge on afieho
who have done wrong onto you in the world? Well if
you chose to get your revenge on others, then y@u a
in for a treat. This book, Carriey Stephen King, is all
about revenge.

This book starts off with the main character,
Carrie, who has telekinetic powers, getting tauriigd
her classmates. Carrie is a social outcast whonbas
friends and lives a very religious life with her ther.
The beginning scene is just a small pebble ondhd r
to Carrie’s desire for revenge. Sue Snell, onehef t
girls who taunted Carrie, feels bad for what hagpen
to her. Sue insists that her boyfriend escort €awi
the prom instead of her. She wanted Carrie to liaeve
time of her life. But boy was she wrong. Carrieeqts
Tommy Ross’s proposal, and makes her own dress for
the big prom. She is so excited about going to the
prom that she raises multiple objects up off theugd
as she anxiously waits for Tommy to arrive. Casrie’
perfect prom night turns into a horrible nightmarea
cruel joke is played on her. It was the last stthat
broke the camel’'s back. Now everyone is forced to
face the wrath of Carrie. Everyone is a target and
one is safe. If you love reading horror and venigefu
books, then you will love Carridt will lift you off
your feet!

Have you read a good book lately?

Inspire somebody else to read it.
(Public Service Announcement courtesyHafrbinger staff)

AT THE MOVIES: Juno
Eugene Bender '10 and Madeline Hirshan ‘10

finds out she is pregnant at age 16. She has tdeletether to have an abortion, keep it,

or give it up for adoption. She is a very chill chaer with a good sense of humor. The
father of the child is Paulie Bleeker, her bestrid since kindergarten. Her parents got divorced
when she was very little and she now lives withfadrer and step-mom. Her father is a
Vietnam veteran but now works as an air-conditigmepairman. Her best girl friend is Leah
and attends the same high school as Juno. Afteh mmtsideration she goes to the abortion

Juno is @ movie about a teenage girl (named Junb®dusho has a dose of reality when shg

Once a King, Always a King — Reymundo Sanchez
Review by Christian Maldonado

Have you ever wondered what it is like to be
in gang like the Latin Kings? Well, Reymundo
Sanchez gives us example of what life in a gang i
like. He had many reasons to join but only onearas
to get out and you will find out as you read. Hel ha
go through a serious beating by the “brothers” ¢o b
able to leave the Latin King Nation. He was chasgd
the Latin Kings all over Chicago because they tinbug
he knew way too much about the Latin Kings to be
alive. Many people wonder what it feels like to be
involved in a gang; well | would recommend that you
read Once a King, Always a Kinglt tells you
everything that you would like to know about gangs
what is like to be in one.

It all started when Sanchez moved from Puertg
Rico to Chicago. His mother wasn't there for hindan
he was abused by his stepfather and his son. H
decided to join the Latin Kings in order to get the
attention that he wasn't getting at home. Everyuall
Reymundo decided to straighten out his life aneinatt
college. He did not have time to be hanging aroung
with the Kings, so he decided to quit. As a redos,
feared for the lives of the new friends that he hredie
there. That's when he decided to quit the Kings, bd
someone in life, and not to depend on the “brotherg

anymore. However, the book shows that leaving thé¢

gang is not easy as it seems.

Once a King Always a Kinghas a lot of
action, and it gets your attention right away. tiree of
the most awesome books | have ever read. It hg
suspense, and it teaches you a lesson about what
right and wrong in life. You will learn a lot about
gangs, life, and being brave when you finish regdin
this book. | really recommend it to anyone intezdst
in reading a gang related story.

1%

clinic, but once she gets there she panics andawinsf the clinic. Juno talks to Leah about he|
dilemma and Leah suggests that she puts the bafny agoption. They look in the back of the

Pennysaver and find many families that are lookingdopt a child. Juno and Leah pick out or

e

family that looks suitable and decide to pay thewisd. The movie was excellent in our opinioncdinfronts many
teenage issues (other than pregnancy) that many cdn relate to. We would definitely give it 5Srsta
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Geoff's WrestleManiac’s

Corner
Geoff Coggeshall ‘08

The Royal Rumble Results

RAW News

Jeff Hardy was a twist of fate away from

becoming the WWE Champion. Randy
Orton was getting beat down by a new
determined Jeff Hardy who was close, but
Orton countered his twist of fate with his

R.K.O. Jeff almost got the Swanton bomb
early in the bout, but Randy moved out of
the way and Jeff didn’t bother going for it.

There is still hope for Jeff Hardy to gain

the gold at Wrestlemania if he wins the
elimination chamber at No Way Out.

Smackdown News

Rey Mysterio would have beaten the
ultimate opportunist Edge when Vickie

Gerardo first pulled the ref's legs out from

under the ring. Later it seemed as though
he was closing in again, while he 619'd
Vickie and Edge kissing on the outside
and inside of the ropes. He was going for
his new spring board launch move and
was countered by Edge’'s spear. Can
Mysterio get the job done at the No Way
Out rematch.

The Royal Rumble Match

Undertaker was the first to come out and
then Shawn Michaels came out at the
number 2 entry. This was because they
were the last 2 at last year's Royal
Rumble. They did well for about 15

minutes of it before getting thrown out.

Shockingly, Jimmy Superfly Snuka and

Rowdy Roddy Piper were surprisingly

numbers 25 and 26 in the rumble and they
lasted a little while before being thrown

out. The 2 shock of the night was John
Cena. At the number 30 entry, it was
down to Batista, Triple H, John Cena, and
Kane. Kane was thrown out by Batista
and Triple H. Triple H threw out Batista
and then it was down to Triple H and John
Cena. After that it was counter after
counter as John Cena went for the FU out
of the ring and Triple H went for a
pedigree and tried to throw him out. The
last counter was done by John Cena when
he threw out The Game with the FU over
the top rope.

No Way Out Results

Raw News

John Cena vs. Randy Orton finished with
a suspect ending. Orton smacked the ref
and got himself intentionally disqualified.
The elimination chamber was one of the
best matches in years. Jeff Hardy came
dangerously close to winning. The
participants were Chris Jericho, Jeff
Hardy, Triple H, JBL, Shawn Michaels,
and Umaga. Umaga required almost every
competitor to take him out: Triple H’'s
pedigree, Chris Jericho’s code breaker,
Jeff Hardy's Swanton bomb, and Shawn
Michaels’s sweet chin music. Umaga was
supposedly JBL's lackey who was to
eliminate all others, then it would be
down to JBL and Umaga, but that wasn't
the case. Shawn Michaels and Chris
Jericho were the first 2 and kept
countering each other’s moves until being
eliminated. It all wound up with Jeff
Hardy and Triple H. The twist of fate was
countered into a pedigree, Triple H went
for the cover and surprisingly got a kick
out at 2 then hit the pedigree on a steel
chair, no thanks to JBL, who brought in 2
steel chairs.

Smackdown News

Rey Mysterio was again speared by Edg
when he was going for the west coast pd
over the ropes. The Smackdowr
Elimination  chamber consisted of]
Undertaker, ECW’s Big Daddy V, Finley,
Batista, Great Khali, and M.V.P. M.\V.P.,
the man who claimed to be the best out (
the chamber, was the first to bd
eliminated, Undertaker unbelievably]
kicked out of Finley's keltic cross.
Undertaker kicked out of the playmaker
and threw M.V.P. from the top of the
chamber with a chokeslam. He evef
kicked out of the Batista bomb and
spinebuster. He turned his Batista bomp
around at the end by using the ropes

tombstone piledriver for the 1, 2, 3|
Undertaker's 15-0 streak will either
become a 16-0 or a 15-1, but history hgs
proven that nobody has beaten him at
Wrestlemania. Some have come close, but
Edge is nowhere near that status as hg'’s
stolen many victories without fairness o
any kind.
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ECW News

CM Punk unfortunately again didn't get
back to the ECW championship, Chav
Guerrero ended the bout with a frog
splash. CM Punk came dead close f{
going for the GTS but Chavo countered it
and then did a modified tornado DDT. If
then led to the frog splash that earne
Chavo the 1,2,3. CM Punk had anothg
shot at the title a few weeks after No Wa
Out on ECW, but lost again with the sam
fate. Hopefully, CM Punk gets an ECW
title shot at Wrestlemania because he was
so ruthlessly robbed of that extreme title.
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Dear L & M,

I need help. | am a shy, quiet person and | hahard
time initiating conversation with boys. | like ayband | do not eve
know if he knows my name. | want to talk to him [sadly but
don’t want to get deaded by him. | keep wantingdy “hi” to hi
in the hallway but | am just too shy. | also haeally low sel

confidence. | feel like he will not want to talk mee. How can | sta
talking to this boy? | am tired of admiring boysrir afar and nev{
building up enough courage to talk to them. What tao to no
feel so shy around the boys that | like? This makesfeel ver
upset. Please help!

Sincerely,

Tired Teen

Dear Tired Teen,
This is a very common problem. The first thing peed
to do is to try to build up your confidence by saypositive things
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about yourself. Once you feel good about yoursalf most likely
will not have much trouble speaking to others withdeeling
intimidated. If he doesn’t say “hi” to you, therisithis problem.
He’s not worth your time. There are other fish metsea. This
courage and confidence can help you be brave endoaghlk to
other boys and not only the one you like now.

Dear L & M,
My friend is mad at me because she thinks that k@ bossy a
controlling. | used to share lockers with her ahd ®ld me that s

needs her space. We haven't talked in two weetsntt know whal
to do because | miss her friendship.
-Anonymous

Dear Anonymous,

If your friend needs her space, give her someepaake
“baby steps.” You cannot expect her to instantlik ta you and she
may not be ready to talk to you yet. It will takeng time. You can
start by just saying “hi” in the hallway. Maybe k&t on you can
gradually start having short conversations. You 'tdarce these
types of things. Just be friendly and everythingfali into place.




Alexander Hamilton Staff
Puzzle by Shenice Talbert ‘09

Abbate
Ahern
Aiello
Asaro
Basciano
Benben
Benke
Blondel
Booth

Bopp
Brenna
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Budzynski Green McCutchen Sclafani
Califana Hendrickson Montgomery Segaloff
Cordero Hewins Moore Sharkey
Covert Holst Muir Simon
Davis Julius Murphy Soloway
Diaz Larkin Obuck Spargo
Disbrow Leonardo Ortmann Stout
Egan Leston Osswald Thompson
Fletcher Luccioni Pollok Vega
Florio Macleish Scharf Watson
Franks Maselli Schulze Young




